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L E T T E R F R O M
T H E P R E S I D E N T

S

alvete, collegae; spero vos omnes tempestate pulchra, discipulis diligentis, libris iucundis frui!

As I write this, my first-year college students have just come
to the midpoint of their first semester. The initial culture shock
of college is wearing off and they’re settling in. So, too, are we
settling in to the routine of the semester — always different from
one year to the next, yet always familiar. We read, we grade papers, we pose questions and hope the students will respond.
Those moments when the class perks up and everyone is
engaged are the best part of the job, aren’t they? Yes, we get paid
to read books and talk about them. Yes, if I want to re-tell the
story of Lysistrata in Sanskrit, or re-write an Indian fable in easy
Greek, I can do that. I have several languages and a whole library
to play with, and I never get tired of reading Ovid or Sophocles
or Kālidāsa. But glorious as it is to curl up alone with a book,
the real excitement comes when we get to share that book with
students who are discovering it for the first time.
This week I’ve had advanced undergraduates talking in
sophisticated terms about Caesar’s rhetorical strategies and his
colonial goals in Bellum Gallicum, first-year students coming to
grips with Oedipus’s tragic fate, and beginning language students
fearlessly answering simple questions in the target language. I’m
sure you’ve all had your own triumphs and victories this term as
well, and I wish you many more.
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The call for papers for our Annual Meeting has just gone out.
As President, I get to review the submissions, pick the best
ones, and put together a program for next March (it’s the 17th
and 18th, at Phillips Exeter Academy, as I’m sure you all know).
You can submit a 300-word abstract for a 15-minute paper, or
a one-page proposal for an hour-long workshop session. The
deadline is 1 December. Whether you submit a paper or not, do
come to the meeting and converse with colleagues from all over
New England.
With all good will,
Anne Mahoney, Tufts University
President, Classical Association of New England
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